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It’s roadwork season and you can get used to seeing 
road cones dotted about the district. They’re a sign 
that our teams are ramping up activity around roading 
improvements and road renewal programmes.

During the extreme weather events earlier this year, five 
years worth of normal road wear and tear occurred over 
just two weeks. There were 109 road closures throughout 
Kaipara and we are left with major road damage that is 
expected to take two to three years to address.

Temporary fixes can now be permanently repaired. Funding 
from Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) has enabled 
us to get started, with approximately $10.5 million worth of 
works completed as of the end of September. 

October is here, marking 12 months since the new 
Council was elected. While we have faced setbacks from 
the extreme weather events, we have also made good 
headway on a number of key projects and initiatives. 

Among them: 

• Getting on with connectivity improvements;
constructed and opened another section of the
Mangawhai shared path including the boardwalk over
the estuary (work which has been, for the most part,
externally funded). In Dargaville we have kicked off
the Kaipara Cycle Network Connections project with
comprehensive community engagement to complete
the design. As we go to print this fully externally
funded project is with NZTA for final approvals to start
construction.

• Continued construction on Poutō wharf, with the
wharf planned to be open and in use by Christmas.

• Progressed the District Plan Review, with a working
party appointed to finalise development of the
Proposed District Plan (on track for consultation in
2024), and another working group set up to nail down
the Engineering Standards and ensure they are an
appropriate fit for the district.

• Completed renewal and improvement projects for our
waste and water networks; extended the wastewater
treatment system along Spring Street in Dargaville,
relined the wastewater pipes in Kaiwaka, replaced
ageing watermain pipes in Maungaturoto, doubled
water storage in Ruawai with the completion of a new
water storage tank, and constructed a balance tank
for the Mangawhai wastewater treatment plant.

• Distributed funding back to our communities through
the Kaipara District Mayoral Relief Fund, Community
Grants, Reserve Contributions Contestable Fund, as
well as Rural Travel Fund and Creative Communities
Scheme.
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Road repairs on track

• Investigated options for a waste to energy plant, a
modern solution for rubbish and waste disposal.
Investigations continue to make good progress with
our partners in this space.

We’ve also been working closely with senior staff to 
simplify the processes for resource and building consent 
applications. 

Not just getting on with work, but also looking for 
efficiencies and trimming budgets. We have made some 
significant savings already. This includes around $48,000 
saved by stopping our Local Government New Zealand 
(LGNZ) membership. Most notably though, the decision 
that came with the biggest saving was our recent approval 
for a shortened Long Term Plan with a focus on recovery. 
And with no requirement to audit the Long Term Plan, the 
unanimous decision to take up the emergency recovery 
order will also see Council save around $250,000.

Planning for three years, rather than ten, gives us the 
breathing space to prioritise the important business of 
recovery and remediation for the district. Frankly, the 
extreme weather events knocked us for six, and we are 
now dealing with long-lasting damage that we had not 
provisioned for. 

Alongside this, we’re looking at how we deliver roading 
to ensure it is fit for purpose for our communities. We’re 
working hard with our contractors to deliver the most 
effective and efficient service.

While recovering from road damage, our teams are 
also getting on with the maintenance they already had 
planned for this year. Every month our roading teams 
inspect around 90% of the network and plan routine 
maintenance such as pothole repair and grading. During 
August alone they graded 18% of the unsealed road 
network, filled 11,500 potholes and cleared 7km of 
drains.

While the extremely wet summer of 2022/2023 only 
allowed crews five clear weeks of road construction, 
a clearer forecast for this year should allow crews to 
undertake an uninterrupted stretch of critical work 
across the Kaipara roading network.



How to pay your rates 

The easiest way to make regular rates payments 
is by direct debit. You can make your payments 
weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly or annually. 
We can help you set the direct debit up and do all the 
administration for you. You won’t have to remember 
to pay your bill and there’s no need for you to contact 
the bank or adjust your payments when rates change. 
We’ll give you plenty of notice and adjust your 
payments annually. 

You can also pay using: 

Bill payment 

Credit card online or 

Eftpos at our office. 

We cannot accept cheques as our bank will no longer 
process them. 

You’ll find more information at kaipara.govt.nz/rates 
You can contact our friendly revenue team on phone 
0800 727 059 or email revenue@kaipara.govt.nz 
if you need a hand.

Building resilience
Where possible, we are building greater resilience into the 
network. NZTA has provided over $4 million to repair and 
increase resilience on the Paparoa-Oakleigh and Kaiwaka/
Cove Road detour routes.

As part of the Kaipara KickStart programme approximately 
10% of Kaipara’s unsealed network was reconstructed and 
finished with a harder-wearing pavement. These roads 
performed well during the weather events and the team 
is incrementally applying that methodology across the 
network.

Bob Taylor Road in Tangiteroria is on the move, away from 
the scouring caused by the storms. The cut material will 
raise the road above the major flood zone. 

Slip-prone hillsides are being benched which involves 
flattening areas above and/or below the roads to provide 
a stable base for fill.

Major slip and bridge repair
We’ll soon complete most of the minor (less than 
$100,000) slip repairs. Fifteen complex slips will require 
detailed design and funding to repair. These will be 
prioritised and work planned over the next two or three 
years. 

Work on the Devich Road bridge in Mangawhai starts soon 
and we plan to complete it by Christmas.
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Our Council, Our Community

Nau mai, haere mai, welcome.

Our staff are here to help you. 
Please treat them with respect.

Abuse will not be tolerated.

Safety and respect are a right for everyone in Kaipara, including our 
staff. Council staff are connected to our district and strive to deliver 
for Kaipara communities.

Our Council, Our Community reveals the real people who pick up the 
phone when you call, who answer your emails and Facebook messages, 
and who deliver vital services across the district. 

Meet our people and learn about the mahi (work) they do, their 
relationship with the district and why they love Kaipara. We will be 
releasing profiles every two weeks, so keep an eye on our channels for 
the latest from our people.  

Meet Gail
I am so lucky that I meet and work alongside diverse and fabulous 
people who live, work and play in the Kaipara district and who are 
passionate about their communities and making this place the best it 
can be.

I get to play a part in finding ways to help communities identify 
aspirations for our places and people, and create ways for them to 
be part of the solution as we move forward together and turn ideas in 
to actions. Not every idea makes it, but it is it magic when they do! It 
provides a sense of ownership and pride from those who have been 
part of the journey to make it happen.

Local democracy is at the heart of what local government is about. It 
doesn’t stop at the ballot box - that is only the start! We need people to 
continue to work together with council to achieve the best outcomes 
for all. I would love for more people to trust that council staff do listen 
and try to find the best outcomes for communities that have a diverse 
range of needs. It is a juggling act, but we do our best.

Take care in parks and open spaces 
If you’re heading to one of Kaipara’s parks and public spaces, please keep an 
eye out for damage and changes in the environment.  

Ongoing windy and wet weather can result in sodden ground, fallen trees or 
trees with loose branches and erosion on or around walkways. Our team is 
working hard to reduce these hazards as quickly and safely as they can.  

Avoid areas that don’t look safe and please report any new or changing 
hazards by calling 0800 727 059 or report it on the Antenno app.

Kōanga (spring) at Kaipara Libraries
VOX Books That Talk have joined the Kaipara Libraries collection. Books That Talk
Combines a range of children’s books with audio recordings to deliver an 
outstanding all-in-one independent or group reading experience for tamariki 
(children) and whānau (family). 

Pick up a kōanga catalogue from your nearest library to get the scoop on 
book recommendations, library updates, and more. 

Join the kōanga reading challenge on Beanstack! With activities that will get 
you outdoors. Log your reading and earn badges to enter the prize draw. 
For more information visit our website at kaipara.kotui.org.nz or like our 
Facebook and Instagram @Kaipara Libraries Dargaville

Dargaville Racecourse Trifecta 
Development moves forward
The ‘Trifecta Development Area’ planned on the outskirts of Dargaville moved 
to the next phase after Kaipara District Council accepted the recommendations 
of the Hearings Panel on 30 August 2023.

A Hearings Panel consisting of two independent and experienced Hearing 
Commissioners and the Deputy Mayor, Jonathan Larsen, heard submissions 
and recommended to Council that the Private Plan Change be approved.

Council will shortly publicly notify the decision and submitters will have 
an opportunity to lodge appeals (if they consider it necessary) to the 
Environment Court.

Path progress in Dargaville
Footpath works are well underway in Dargaville – with Onslow Street and 
connections near Kings Court and Campbell Terrace completed. The team 
are now working on Logan Street, from the saleyards heading west. 

The works to improve pedestrian safety and access are the result of public 
consultation in 2022, and are separate from the Dargaville connectivity 
improvements we have been asking for feedback on recently.

Park legally for safer, accessible 
communities 
Please do your part to make our communities safe and accessible by parking 
in the right spot when you’re out and about. There are rules in place to 
regulate parking, and our team at Kaipara District Council is regularly out 
and about monitoring parking and behaviour.  

Before you park, check there are no traffic signs stating you must not stop 
or park there and don’t park on yellow lines. Mobililty parking spaces are 
reserved for drivers with Mobility Parking Permits, which are issued by CCS 
Disability Action.

Check out our news website 
www.kaipara.govt.nz/news 

Safety and respect are a right for everyone in Kaipara, including our 
staff. Council staff are connected to our district and strive to deliver 
for Kaipara communities. 
Our Council, Our Community reveals the real people who pick up the 
phone when you call, who answer your emails and Facebook messages, 
and who deliver vital services across the district.

Meet our people and learn about the mahi (work) they do, their 
relationship with the district and why they love Kaipara. We will be 
releasing profiles every two weeks, so keep an eye on our channels for 
the latest from our people.

Meet Gail 
I am so lucky that I meet and work alongside diverse and fabulous 
people who live, work and play in the Kaipara district and who are 
passionate about their communities and making this place the best 
it can be. 

I get to play a part in finding ways to help communities identify 
aspirations for our places and people, and create ways for them to 
be part of the solution as we move forward together and turn ideas 
in to actions. Not every idea makes it, but it is it magic when they 
do! It provides a sense of ownership and pride from those who have 
been part of the journey to make it happen. 

Local democracy is at the heart of what local government is about.
It doesn’t stop at the ballot box - that is only the start! We need
people to continue to work together with council to achieve the best
outcomes for all. I would love for more people to trust that council
staff do listen and try to find the best outcomes for communities that
have a diverse range of needs. It is a juggling act, but we do our best.

Green light for Matakohe Cemetery
trustee appointment process
The number of trustees administering Matakohe Cemetery is set to 
grow after Kaipara District Council agreed to proceed with a trustee 
appointment process. 

The decision allows Council to fulfil its statutory requirements under the 
Burial and Cremations Act 1964, to appoint and remove trustees for the 
management of the cemetery. 

Council will advertise a notice calling for expressions of interest for the 
trustee roles, along with more information about the process and criteria 
once confirmed. The notice for expressions of interest will be advertised 
on the Kaipara District Council website and in the Kaipara Lifestyler. 

Have your say on waste 
We are updating the draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan and 
want to hear what you think. The plan looks at improving how waste is 
managed across the district and reducing the recyclable and compostable 
material that ends up in landfill. Head to kaipara.govt.nz/have-your-say
for more information. 

Kōanga (spring) at Kaipara Libraries 
VOX Books That Talk have joined the Kaipara Libraries collection. Books 
That Talk Combines a range of children’s books with audio recordings 
to deliver an outstanding all-in-one independent or group reading 
experience for tamariki (children) and whānau (family).  

Pick up a kōanga catalogue from your nearest library to get the scoop on 
book recommendations, library updates, and more.  

Join the kōanga reading challenge on Beanstack! With activities that will 
get you outdoors. Log your reading and earn badges to enter the prize 
draw. For more information visit our website at kaipara.kotui.org.nz or 
like our Facebook and Instagram @Kaipara Libraries Dargaville

Proposed District Plan notification
expected in 2024
Kaipara’s Proposed District Plan is on track to be notified in 2024.  

A District Plan Working Party, comprised of Councillors Gordon Lambeth, 
Jonathan Larsen (Chairperson), Ron Manderson and Mark Vincent, and an 
external Resource Management Act expert (Mark Farnsworth), has been 
working alongside staff since June this year to finalise development of the 
Proposed District Plan. 

Once the Proposed District Plan is notified, it will go out for public 
consultation so the community will be able to provide feedback before 
the Plan is operative. 

In the meantime, the current Operative Kaipara District Plan remains in 
place and should be used to guide land use and subdivision across the 
district.  

Transfer of powers – IQP register
Under the Building Act 2004, Kaipara District Council is proposing to 
transfer the power to approve Independent Qualified Persons (IQPs) from 
Whangarei District Council to Auckland Council. 

IQPs are those parties accepted by Council as being qualified to carry out 
responsibilities in relation to Building Warrants of Fitness (BWoF).  

Head to kaipara.govt.nz/iqp-transfer to read the consultation 
document and to give feedback. Feedback closes 5pm, 11 October 2023.

Kaipara Kōrero
News from Kaipara District Council

Check our website for most 
up to date information.
www.kaipara.govt.nz

Ways to stay up-to-date with Council news

Follow our Facebook page 

Download the Antenno 
smartphone app

Subscribe to our e-newsletter 

Check out our news website 
www.kaipara.govt.nz/news 

Phase One Shared Path complete
A blessing carried out last week signalled the completion of the first phase 
of the shared path works. Phase One includes the first section of the shared 
path on Molesworth Drive, from the ITM down to about 80m past Estuary 
Drive, as well as the two roundabouts and adjacent path upgrades in the 
Village. 
We know there are still some sections of Molesworth Drive alongside the 
shared path that are rough in surface texture. We are working with our 
contractor to identify and carry out further road repairs that are needed later 
in the year.  
Up in the Mangawhai Community Park, United Civil are working on the gravel 
paths that will thread through the park. As part of this work there will be 
some temporary stop/go in place this week while the team remove two of the 
pines on the park roadside.

Mahuru
September

Exposure Draft District Plan 
Consultation on the Exposure Draft District Plan closes Friday 16 September. 
The District Plan influences the future urban and rural environments of our 
District, which is why it’s important for Kaipara communities to be informed 
and get involved.
Read the eplan, summary documents and find out how to give your feedback 
at kaipara.govt.nz/kaipara-district-plan-review

Rubbish charges are changing 
From 1 September 2022 the blue general refuse bag cost is changing. This 
is due to increasing costs reflected in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and 
central government increases to the landfill Waste Levy and the Emissions 
Trading Scheme (ETS). Recycling and other charges remain the same. 
From 1 September price changes are: 
Blue bag $3.60 

Did you know? Number 5 plastics can now go in your yellow recycling bag. 

Council improves system resilience 
The first part of a multi-phase project to manage Council’s asset network 
more efficiently and improve its resilience is complete. 
Council’s Digital Services team and Infrastructure team recently upgraded 
Kaipara District Council’s Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition, a central 
operating system that helps to manage and control water and wastewater 
networks. 
The work was completed under budget at $155,000 of its original $275,000 
projected cost. There are further ongoing costs including additional 
improvements and equipment upgrades, already included in Council 
budgets. The new and improved SCADA system is now in place across water 
and wastewater treatment plants in the district, with the exception of Glinks 
Gully water treatment plant and some smaller remote sites to be completed 
in the next phase.

Poutō wharf 
A pre-construction blessing led by Waikaretu marae last week opened the 
Poutō Point site for work to begin on Poutō wharf. As part of the work around 
the wharf construction, Council’s roading team will first widen the access to 
the beach. Following this, STF Limited will transport the steel piling down to 
the Point. Physical works for the wharf are then planned to kick off later in 
September. 
The project is supported by PGF funding from Kānoa – Regional Economic 
Development & Investment Unit.

Kaipara’s July roading report
Wild, wet and windy weather kept Kaipara’s roading crews busy in July, with a 
total of 3,358 individual work items completed throughout the month.
Across the district, potholes were repaired, drainage was maintained and 
renewed, and signs were straightened, replaced and reinstated. Mechanised 
tree pruning was undertaken, and dangerous trees were removed. Bridge 
markers were cleaned and replaced, bridge decks and waterways were 
cleared, and roadside cyclic spraying was completed. High intensity rain 
events saw slips removed and repaired.
Read the full report at kaipara.govt.nz/news

Elections: Read the candidate profiles
All candidate profiles are now listed on our website. You can view them at 
kaipara.govt.nz/local-elections under “Candidates”.

Upcoming Council meetings
• Mangawhai Community Park Governance Committee, Mon 05 Sept, 

10.00am, KDC Offices, The Hub, 6/6 Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai
• Awards and Grants Committee (PEX), Mon 05 Sept, 1.00pm, KDC Offices, 

The Hub, 6/6 Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai
• Pou Tu o Te Rangi Harding Park Committee, Tue 06 Sept, 10.00am, 

Webex and online via YouTube
• Council Briefing, Wed 07 Sept, 9.30am, Conference Room, Northern 

Wairoa Memorial Hall, Dargaville and online via YouTube
• Audit, Risk and Finance Committee, Thu 15 Sept, 9.30am, Governance 

Meeting Space, 1c Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai and online via YouTube
• Awards and Grants Committee (PEX), Mon 19 Sept, 10.00am, KDC 

Offices, The Hub, 6/6 Molesworth Drive, Mangawhai
• Externally Funded Projects Committee, Wed 21 Sept, 9.30am, Webex 

and online via YouTube
Council briefings and meetings are held in-person and are livestreamed on 
Council’s YouTube channel. Governance meetings may be moved completely 
online at the discretion of the Mayor.
Please visit Council’s website for the most up-to-date information or call 
Council on 0800 727 059 and ask to speak to a Governance Advisor.

Tree clearing
Ngā Manga Atawhai is a new collaborative project funded 
by government to remove dangerous and fallen trees. 
This will improve the resilience of the roading and power 
networks and general safety for people at risk from falling 
trees. Felled trees will be processed and provided to low-
income families as firewood. 

Stay up to date
A new searchable database will soon be available that 
shows when road inspections were done and what repairs 
are planned. Go to kaipara.govt.nz/road-repairs to find out 
more.
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